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A Tanner in Pennsylvania, 1765-1806
by Marcia Falconer, PhD
Simon Dreisbach Jr (born in Wittgenstein, Germany) was 13 years old when the ship Lydia, carrying
his family of eight people, docked in Philadelphia in 1743. Sharing the voyage was 20 year old Christian
Richstein, who had struck up a friendship with Simon Jr’s older brothers, Jost (age 23) and Adam (22). 1
Christian was traveling to Germantown, PA, to meet his older brother, Johann Kraft Richstein, who managed
a tannery there. This was fortuitous. The newly arrived Dreisbach family needed money and the hard, smelly
work of tanning was just the kind of job offered to new immigrants. At least some of the Dreisbachs found
jobs at the tannery run by Richstein. Simon Jr’s oldest brother worked in a nearby grist mill, but 22 year old
Adam and 13 year old Simon Jr, and perhaps their father as well, were employed in the Reser tannery, which
was managed and then later owned, by Johann Kraft Richstein.
Two years later, the Dreisbach family had acquired enough money to buy land in Lehigh Township,
Northampton County, PA -- at the edge of the wilderness. Simon Jr, too, bought land beside that of his brothers and father, but he remained in Germantown where he married, had children, and may well have continued
to work in or for the tannery. Eventually though, in 1761 after the French and Indian war was peacefully concluded, Simon Jr brought
his family north to join
the other Dreisbachs in
Lehigh Township.2
Simon’s
land
had a good size stream
running through it and it
appears that soon after
arrival he used his previous experience to set up
his own tannery. By
1770 he was an established tanner. After his
wife died in 1775, Simon
Jr remarried and moved
to the more prosperous
area of Allen Township.
Here he continued his
tanning operations but he
(Continued on page 2)
Drawing of peeling park for the tannery in Prattsville, New York, during the 1840s, when it was the largest in the
world. Although Simon Jr. tannery would never have used this amount of bark, the principle is the same. Ref: https://
commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Peeling_hemlock_bark_for_tanning.jpg

(Continued from page 1)

also embarked on a political career, eventually being elected to the Pennsylvania Constitutional Conference,
and then the Pennsylvania General Assembly as well as other offices. However his main source of income
remained his tanning operations. In many ways, Simon Jr is typical of a successful tanner during the Colonial
Period as well as afterwards.
Tanners were a vital part of life in the 1700s. Leather was needed for an incredible amount of everyday items; saddles and bridles for horses, cases for rifles, aprons for blacksmiths, bellows for hearths, book
bindings, britches and vests, cloaks, shoes of all sorts, and even straps to hold things together -- all these and
more were made of leather.
The process of tanning -- turning the hides of
animals into leather -- appears simple. Since the
farmer was required to give
the tanner half of all hides
brought for tanning, many
decided to tan their own
hides instead. Almost all
failed and the few who managed to produce something
similar to leather realized
that the time and effort involved far exceeded any financial gain they achieved.
And so tanning and tanners
remained a significant trade
in the pre-industrial era.
In the 1760s when
Simon Jr set up his first tannery, his land was heavily
forested and the bark from
oak and fir trees provided
the tannin used in tanning.
Simon Jr erected a roofed Tanning-Engine and Mill from 1764. Illustration from A New and Complete Diction“bark shed,” open on all ary of the Arts and Sciences, published in London, 1764, as seen in “Tanning in the
sides. In the center was a United States to 1850, A Brief History” by Peter C. Welsh, Museum of History and
large tree trunk, scraped Technology, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C. 1964, p. 2.
clean of bark. Attached to
this was a horizontal pole which acted as an axle for the heavy stone wheel at the end of the beam. A horse or
an ox pulled the wheel around in a circle while young boys put large pieces of tree bark in front of the wheel
and raked the crushed bark from behind after the wheel had passed over and crushed the bark. Old and blind
horses, no longer suitable for other work, often were used to power the bark mill. In fact, Simon Jr’s list of
assets when he died in 1806 included two blind old mares. Clearly they had been used in his bark shed.
To go from skin to leather took 18 months or more and was part knowledge and part art. Much of the
procedure depended upon the tanner’s sense of how the hides were progressing rather than upon a strict recipe.
When a hide arrived at the tannery it was coated with dirt and dried blood. One side had hair and the
other had decaying flesh. Cleaning was needed. Preliminary washing could take two days of soaking and
beating in running water to remove the dung and dirt. After this, the hides were moved to a series of large,
aboveground vats containing a lime solution to distend the pores and loosen the hair. Initially the hides went
into a live vat containing strong, fresh, liming solution, then they were moved to the weak vat with a less potent solution, one that had been in use for some time, and finally they were soaked in a dead vat containing a
largely spent lime solution.3
(Continued on page 3)
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After liming, the hides were
beamed -- without doubt the worst part
of the whole tanning process. The now
putrefied and very smelly hides were
draped over a wide, slanted wood beam
with the hair side up and towards the
tanner. Using a curved knife called a
flesher, he scraped the hide down and
away from himself, removing the hair
as he went. The hide was then rubbed
and smoothed down with a stone, rinsed
and reversed and then the other side was
scraped. The work was exhausting and
even a strong man could “beam” only
12 hides a day.4
Nothing was wasted. The hair
that was removed was sold to be incorporated into plaster for walls. Fleshy
Grant tannery in Ohio. This tannery, showing the tanning pits in the left remains from the other side of the hides
foreground, is very similar in size and tanning capacity to the one
were sold to glue makers.
owned by Simon Dreisbach Jr. Ref: http://presidentusgrant.com/pictureThe newly cleaned hides were
archives/1823-1838-georgetown-ohio/
placed in another vat containing something known as “bate” -- a solution of
hen dung, salt and water to restore pliability to the hides after they had stiffened in the lime solution. All of
this was just to prepare the hides for tanning and could take up to four months.5
Tanning itself took place in a series of sunken pits or raised vats. Both might be used in different
parts of the process. Average pits or vats were 5 feet on a side and about 4 feet deep, arranged side by side in
rows. They were filled with alternate layers of crushed bark and hides, then covered with water. Hides at the bottom
tanned first so the hides had to be rotated
as well as moved through a series of everweakening tanning vats, a procedure that
took 12 to 18 months.6
The tanned hides were stiff and
rough. Curriers rubbed the hides with
neat’s foot oil and tallow or other waxy
compounds. The hides were smoothed to
an even thickness and then the surface was
polished with hot stones and irons. The
more the hide was rubbed and burnished,
the smoother and more pliable it became -and also the more valuable it became. The
finishing touches of adding color by dying
or waxing were added last.
In all cases, a great deal of water
was needed for the whole procedure. Simon Jr had to dam the small stream that This illustration from 1880 shows men bringing newly cleaned hides
ran through his Allen Township property in through the door. The men on the left are “fleshing” or scraping
the cleaned hides that have been soaked in a lime solution. The men
in order to have sufficient water. There in the background are moving hides that are curing in a pit. In Siwas also a constant stench emanating from mon Jr's tan yard, these things would have taken place in separate
a tan yard. As in the case of Simon Jr, locations in the tan yard. Ref: https://upload.wikimedia.org/
(Continued on page 4)

wikipedia/commons/6/64/Lohgerber_1880.jpg
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where the tan yard and his personal residence occupied the same property, the house was always built upwind and up-slope from the tan yard insuring the best air and the cleanest water.
While Simon Jr had a large farm, held public office and served as a judge, his main source of income
came from his tannery. He must have been doing rather well. In 1799 Simon Jr was taxed $100 on his tannery.7 Given that the owner of a nearby grist mill, often the most valuable source of income and therefore the
most highly taxed business man, paid only $70, we can rightly assume that Simon Jr’s tan yard was a profitable place. His tan yard ran for more than 40 years, from about 1765 until Simon Jr’s death in 1806, which
indicates that the leather he produced was of consistently high quality and reasonably priced.
No tannery diary or notebook belonging to Simon Jr has been found, however the diary of another
tanner who lived at approximately the same time and who had a similar size tannery has been discovered.
The diary has been reprinted and provides a good description of the life of a tanner. The book is: The Years
of the Life of Samuel Lane, 1718-1806: A New Hampshire Man and His World.8
When Simon Jr died, his sons took over the business but they did not do as well as their father had
done and both the tan yard and the farmland were sold after some years. Shortly after this time period, tanning changed. It was no longer done by small entrepreneurs. Instead large, commercial tanneries evolved.
Oddly enough, the process, unlike weaving and milling, did not immediately become mechanized. A great
deal of manpower was still required right through the 1800s and into the early 1900s when, finally, much of
the process was done by machines.
1

Strassburger, R.B. and Hinke, W.J., Pennsylvania German Pioneers, A Publication of the Original Lists of Arrivals in
the Port of Philadelphia from 1727 to 1808. Vol. I 1727-1775, Baltimore Genealogical Publishing Co., Inc, 1980, pp.
340-343.
2
Falconer, M., Simon Dreisbach Jr (1730-1806), A Most Interesting Life, Lulu.com, 2016.
3
de Fontenelle, Julia and Malepeyre, F., The Arts of Tanning, Currying and Leather Dressing, edit. and transl. Campbell Morfit. Philadelphia, 1852. p. 19.
4
Ibid. p. 45.
5
Ibid. p. 164.
6
Welsh, Peter C., Tanning in the United States to 1850, a Brief History, Museum of History and Technology, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C. 1964, p. 21.
7
Source: Allen Township Taxes, Northampton County Archives, 999 Conroy Place, Forks Township, Pennsylvania.
8
Brown, Jerald E. The Years of the Life of Samuel Lane, 1718-1806: A New Hampshire Man and His World. University Press of New England, 2000.

Pennsylvania Chapter Board
*President
*Vice President
Secretary
*Treasurer
*Membership
*Member at Large
Member at Large
Past President

open
open
Dennis J. Carroll (first term, exp. 2018)
Shirley Daniels (first term, exp. 2017)
Charlene Loiseau (second term, exp. 2017)
Richard Daniels (first term, exp. 2017)
Logan Garth Swanger (first term, exp. 2018)
Doris Glick

* Open Positions to be filled at 6 May 2017 Annual Meeting
Terms last two years; there is a two-term limit
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Discoveries
by Dennis J. Carroll
Before I was elected Chapter Secretary last May, I mentioned that I am often not in Pennsylvania
and hoped this would not prove to be an inconvenience for others. So far it does not seem to be a problem
because much of PalAm business, both chapter and national, can be handled with e-mail, conference calls,
and even webinars. I do value the face to face meetings but it isn’t always possible.
Last November I was reading magazines at the Dunedin, Florida, Public Library where I am a member. I noticed there were few genealogy magazines and no dedicated genealogy section. I searched the digital
card catalog and found many interesting genealogy references which could be ordered but they were all
housed at the Largo Public Library (a twenty minute drive). It seemed easier to drive to Largo. I discovered
that all sixteen Pinellas County Libraries decided years ago to centralize their genealogy resources in one
location.
The Largo Public Library is a beautiful, spacious, modern building about five years old and provides
space on the second floor for a large genealogy section which is staffed by volunteers from the Pinellas Genealogy Society (I was told the PGS is the largest in the state of Florida). I was looking at the Pennsylvania
and Ohio shelves – they even have back issues of Penn Pal and The Palatine Immigrant! While browsing
back issues of Keyhole (published by the Genealogical Society of Southwestern PA) I read an October 2007
article by Margaret Weiler about Hildebrand Puzzles from York and Washington County. Margie decided
not to continue as PalAm treasurer and will be replaced by Joe Stamm of the Ohio Chapter. But now I know
Margie and I share a common interest in Southwestern PA!
There are several dedicated computers available, microfilm readers, an area for book binding, and a
modern classroom where I attended a monthly seminar/discussion on using Roots Magic software. For the
monthly society meeting PGS uses a larger room on the first floor – I attended as a guest and there were
about 80 people. We heard a presentation by Dick Eastman about the benefits of using “cloud” technology –
“Cloudy, with a Chance of Genealogy.” Interestingly, Mr Eastman proved his own point when his personal
computer had a compatibility issue with the video display equipment. He borrowed a library laptop and
downloaded his notes and his PowerPoint presentation from the cloud and proceeded seamlessly with his
discussion. Apparently, one virtue of the cloud is that one does not need to carry a laptop or a binder or anything – just use a library computer and access your data from the cloud and add any information and go on
your way!
So – should you find yourself in or near Pinellas County Florida (Clearwater, St Petersburg, etc.) and
Spring Training baseball is rained out -- or you are tired of walking on the beach in the hot sun – or you get
bored reading car magazines in the library -- there is another option! You can visit the Largo Public Library
and meet new friends while you search for traces of ancestors in the genealogy section.
[Editor’s note: Many towns have small libraries, historical and genealogical societies, and museums
housing gems that are often overlooked. When you are traveling, take time to investigate what is in the area.
Not everything related to family history is in a “famous” repository.]

A Research Clue
Before you purchase a genealogy book, search online to see whether it is available electronically.
The public library or the publisher may offer it, and without shipping charges, the cost will be lower than
that of the printed version. Sites may let you view actual pages or do a name search before you buy. Downloading is easy via Google, Facebook, or e-mail. For example, The Genealogical Publishing Company has
begun selling their genealogy-related e-books online at library.genealogical.com.
[This is for your information only and is not a product endorsement.]
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An Apology
by Dennis J. Carroll
DrDC820@Yahoo.com
The year 2017 has barely begun and I am writing an apology to the PA Chapter members! In the last
issue of Penn Pal I invited members to share what they “like” and “dislike” about the Palatines to America
organization (PalAm). My explanation must have been inadequate and the timing awful because there was
only one response. It was an honest and thoughtful response – but I was hoping for greater participation so
the Board could have some guidance as we plan for the years ahead. There are many possible changes we
could make: we could meet more than once a year; we could have some activities at different locations
around the state; we could encourage shared research and fellowship; we could offer more benefits to members. Lots of options come to mind and they are not hard to plan – but they all require more volunteers than
we have.
My ineffectiveness aside, I am not going to complain about numbers. My assumption is that every
member is doing the best he or she can and has positive hopes about the Chapter and is fully capable of making personal decisions about how one can support the group.
I hope all of you are planning to attend the Spring Conference on 6 May. The presentations will be
interesting, the lunch is always excellent, and there will be time for visiting and fellowship. There will be a
brief Annual Meeting so officers can be elected. If there is any proposal you wish to discuss, this would be
the proper time. The Board and I would appreciate advance notice of any proposals so that sufficient time
can be provided for discussion.
I began with an apology – I’ll conclude with a thank you. Thank you for the opportunity to serve as
your Secretary during 2016. It has been more of a challenge than I expected because the Chapter was unable
to elect either a President or Vice-President last Spring. The Board asked me, as the ranking officer, to temporarily assume some of the presidential duties needed to transact business (convening meetings, signing
documents, authorizing routine expenses, and representing the Chapter on the National PalAm Board). Because I am new I have depended on the current Board members for support and background information on
many issues. They have responded graciously and candidly and I am grateful for their help. Pennsylvania is
one of the larger chapters in PalAm and we do have our share of challenges and conflict -- but I am enjoying
the experience! Thank you for your support.

International German Genealogy Partnership
Members of the German-American Genealogical Society have adopted a new name, International
German Genealogy Partnership, for its growing organization founded two years ago by genealogy society
leaders in America and Germany. The new name better describes the organization’s global partnership
joining Germanic societies across America, Germany, Canada, England, and other European countries. The
purpose of the Partnership is to expand cooperation among societies nationally and internationally.
The Partnership is undertaking several major initiatives, including the 2017 International Germanic
Genealogy Conference scheduled for 28-30 July in Minneapolis, MN, at the Minneapolis Marriott Northwest in Brooklyn Park. The theme is “CONNECTIONS: International. Cultural. Personal.”
Other initiatives include sharing of knowledge and resources such as exchanging periodicals, sharing researcher and speaker lists, and creating a list of most valuable references, resources and websites.
Communication and connections between Partnership organizations are important parts of the process.
For information about the Partnership, visit the website of the Minnesota-based Germanic Genealogy Society at ggsmn.org. The Partnership’s official website is expected to launch soon.
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Meyers Orts- und Verkehrs-Lexikon des Deutschen Reichs
Meyers Gazetteer of the German Empire
by Fritz Juenglin, PhD
A new website — http://www.meyersgaz.org — promises to be a great tool for German researchers.
Meyers Orts- und Verkehrs-Lexikon des Deutschen Reichs has been indexed, put online, and coupled with
the Karte des Deutschen Reiches. Although versions of Meyer’s have been online in various places for some
time, the new version has features that set it apart from others.
As early as 1994, Marion Rainey felt inspired to index Meyer’s. So, she set herself to the task and for
the next 20+ years has spent countless hours indexing the multi-volume work — without any compensation
or indexing help. After some time, Brad Coleman, a computer programmer, volunteered to help with the
technical and computer aspects of the project. The result of their work is http://www.meyersgaz.org. Their
desire is to have this new tool online and free for all researchers forever.
Meyers Orts- und Verkehrs-lexikon des deutschen Reichs is the most important German gazetteer.
The goal was to list every place name in the German Empire (1871-1918). It gives the location, i.e. the state
and other jurisdictions, where the civil registry office was, and parishes if that town had them. It also gives
lots of other information about each place. A drawback to Meyer’s is that if a town did not have a parish,
Meyer’s does not tell where the parish was, making reference to other works necessary.
To begin, type the name of your place in a search box on the home page. You can use a wild card (an
asterisk *) in your search. For example, ‘*gheim’ will return ‘Balgheim, Bergheim, Bietigheim, Billigheim’
and anything else that contains ‘gheim.’ You do not need to include umlauts. Also, you can type only the
beginning of a name. For example, ‘Neu’ will return ‘Neu Abbau, Neu Abschwangen, Neuacker, Neuafrika’
and many others. A list of places will appear with their jurisdictions, to help you identify your town.
Choose the town for which you want more information and select Entry, Map, Ecclesiastical, Related, E-mail, or Feedback from the menu.
Entry — See the entry as it appears in Meyer’s, the extraction of the entry, the explanation of the
extraction, and a map. The extractions include and are primarily limited to jurisdictions and parish information. The explanations are helpful for those who do not speak German or are not familiar with the old jurisdictions.
Map — You will see your town on the old Karte des deutschen Reiches. This set of maps was produced during the time of the German Empire and corresponds chronologically to Meyer’s. You can zoom in
and out, switch to Google Maps, search other areas of the former German Empire that are now in other countries, and find the current, non-German name of the town. If you click on other menu items, pins will appear
corresponding to what you have chosen, such as Jurisdictions, Catholic parishes, Protestant parishes, or Jewish synagogues.
Ecclesiastical — Get a list of nearby towns that have parishes or synagogues and the distance from
your town.
Related — Provides a list of other towns that refer to your town as another jurisdiction
E-mail — Add your town names and provide your e-mail address so that others who are searching
for the same names can contact you. Then you can collaborate and share information.
Feedback — Provide corrections, suggest improvements or new features, tell how you use the data,
or compliment the owners of the site.
To learn more about Meyer’s, especially the many abbreviations, see:

Uncapher, Wendy K. How to read & understand Meyers Orts- und Verkehrs-Lexikon des
Deutschen Reichs. Janesville, Wisconsin: Origins, 2003.

Karte des Deutschen Reiches. Berlin: Kartographische Abteilung der Königlichen Preußischen Landesaufnahme, 18451916.
Meyers Orts- und Verkehrs-Lexikon des Deutschen Reichs. 5th edition. Uetrecht, E. (Erich) Leipzig and Wien: Bibliographisches Institut, 1912.
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Pennsylvania Chapter Spring Conference
by Doris Glick, Program Chair
Plan now to attend the Palatines to America Pennsylvania Chapter Spring 2017 Conference on Saturday, 6 May, at the Academic Forum on the Kutztown (PA) University campus. Registration opens at 8:00
a.m. Enjoy morning refreshments and a hot buffet lunch, elect chapter officers, and learn from four excellent
presentations by experts on ancestry of Pennsylvania German-speakers. There is ample time during breaks
and lunch to browse exhibits and meet other family historians.
Pre-registration is required by 24 April. For more information, visit www.palam.org and click on
Chapters, then Pennsylvania. View the conference flier at Conference Registration Form.

9:00 a.m. Moravians in America and the Moravian Archives
Who are the Moravians and why did they come to America? What was life like in a Pennsylvania
Moravian community? This session will examine the origin and growth of this historic church with roots that
trace to the present-day Czech Republic 60 years before Martin Luther’s reformation and 100 years before
the Anglican church. Moravians established in Pennsylvania in 1740.
The Moravian Archives in Bethlehem, PA, is the official repository for more than 20,000 records of
the Moravian Church in America – Northern Province, which covers the U.S. (except NC, FL, GA, and VA)
and Canada. The collection houses volumes, pamphlets, paintings, maps, drawings, prints, photographs, artifacts, and personal papers.
Presenter Paul M. Peucker is a native of the Netherlands. He earned a Ph.D. in history from the University of Utrecht and a degree in archivistics from the State Archives School at The Hague. He was archivist
at the Unity Archives in Herrnhut, Germany, before joining the Moravian Archives as archivist. He is the
founding editor of the Journal of Moravian History and his newest book is A Time of Sifting: Mystical Marriage and the Crisis of Moravian Piety in the Eighteenth Century.

10:30 a.m. Ornamental Arts at Morvian Boarding Schools
The Moravian reputation for superior education and morals prompted such prominent Americans as
George Washington, Thomas Jefferson and Nathaniel Greene to educate their families at Moravian boarding
schools. Learn about the teachers, their students, and the unusual fine needle- and art-work they mastered,
including tambour embroidery, ribbon and crepe work, embroidered silk pictures, Berlin work, and drawing
in watercolors. Moravians taught their pupils to apply such skills as an expression of gratitude to God for the
ability to create with their hands the sentiments of their hearts.
Presenter Del-Louise Moyer holds a master’s degree in music with special studies in German from
Syracuse University and a professional Certificate of Appraisal Studies in American Decorative Arts from
New York University. She is a German research consultant and historian of 18th and 19th century American
and German material culture, focusing primarily on the Pennsylvania German Moravian cultures. A Winterthur Research Fellow, she is writing Heavenly Fraktur: How Fraktur Influenced Pennsylvania Dutch and
Moravian Material Culture.

1:00 p.m. Tightening the Screws:
How Pennsylvania’s Loyalists Were Treated in the Revolutionary Era
Thousands of Pennsylvanians, including many from German backgrounds, did not support the Revolution and were considered to be Loyalists. Discover why, including quite legitimate reasons, and explore the
“tightening screws” of laws and actions that forced people to consider the consequences of holding Loyalist
convictions. Explore experiences of the Wertman family – ancestors of the presenter’s wife – and their
neighbors in Berks and Northampton counties, PA.
Presenter Hal Merz earned his MBA from Ohio State University and is a grant-writing consultant
from Westerville, OH. He and his wife, Brenda, have been researching their ancestors for more than 20
years. Hal is Vice President of the Wertman Family Association, a group that has a number of active re(Continued on page 9)
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searchers who meet annually and publish their work in newsletters. To find out more about the experiences of Pennsylvania’s
Loyalists, they have searched a variety of resources including
the Palatine Library collection in Columbus, OH, and the David
Library of the American Revolution in Washington Crossing,
PA.

2:30 p.m. Finding Military Records
Understanding where to find the information for military
records of your ancestors can save valuable time for other as- Philip Wortman served three years in the
pects of your genealogical research. Address U.S. Census rec- Bucks Co. (PA) Volunteers without pay.
ords and where to obtain military records for the different war The “traitor’s” land was confiscated and
eras of your ancestors. Topics include: Understanding the struc- he resettled in Marshalltown near Digby
ture of the Revolutionary War militia and how men were chosen NS, with other British Loyalists.
to serve; Why service members need to keep copies of their
DD214; Understanding compiled military service records and pension files; How and where to look for unit
histories; and Using maps and guides to help searches.
Presenter Roy Gehris studied history at East Carolina University and Kutztown University. He is a
life member of the Berks County Genealogical Society and served as Treasurer and President. He is a volunteer at the Pennsylvania German Cultural Heritage Center library at Kutztown University. A former Marine,
he serves as Adjutant for American Legion Post 217 in Topton, PA, and is retired from First Energy.

Other Learning Opportunities
Mid-Atlantic Germanic Society (MAGS) Spring 2017 Workshop and Conference
Friday, 17 March 2017, 1:00-4:00 p.m.; Double Tree by Hilton, Laurel, MD
Working with Meyers-Orts Gazetteer; Debra Hoffman and Gunter Schanzenbacher
Saturday, 18 March 2017, 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m., Double Tree by Hilton, Laurel, MD
Baltimore City Archives, Federal Records at National Archives — Malissa Ruffner
Guide to Government Records, and Immigration and Naturalization Records at the Maryland State
Archives — Michael McCormick
Information: magsgen.com
Ohio Chapter Palatines to America Spring Seminar
Saturday, 22 April 2017; 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m., Columbus Metropolitan Library, 96 S. Grant Ave.
Beyond the Obvious — German Genealogy — Fritz Juengling
Beyond Practical and Social Concerns for Emigration to America; Historical Events that Affect
German Genealogical Research; The Genealogical Value of German Guild Records:
How to fill the Gaps When Church Records are Missing; German Names: Their Origins, Meanings,
and Distribution
Information: https://oh-palam.org
International Germanic Genealogy Conference
28-30 July 2017, Minneapolis, MN, Minneapolis Marriott Northwest, Brooklyn Park
CONNECTIONS. International. Cultural. Personal.
66 sessions with 39 speakers
Sponsored by the International German Genealogic Partnership (IGGP), formerly the German
American Genealogical Society (GAGS)
Hotel rooms at the Minneapolis Marriott Northwest are already filled.
PalAm members will be offered reduced price subscriptions to German Life magazine as a
membership benefit.
Information: ggsmn.org
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Please send any changes of your email address to: pennpalam @ gmail.com
The Penn Pal newsletter will be sent to your e-mail address and will also be available on the
PALAM.org website. There is a $4.00 per year (1 October 2016 to 30 September 2017) fee for those requesting a first-class mailing of a paper copy of the newsletter. Please make your check payable to Pennsylvania
Chapter, Palatines of America, and mail it to PA PalAm, PO Box 35, Temple, PA 19560.
Penn Pal is a publication of the Pennsylvania Chapter, Palatines to America. All rights
reserved. Articles in this publication may not be reproduced in any form without written permission
from the Pennsylvania Chapter, Palatines to America. Include a SASE when requesting permission.
Pennsylvania Chapter, Palatines to America, PO Box 35, Temple, PA 19560
Contributions to this newsletter are encouraged. Members may send articles concerning family history and other genealogical or historical material and stories about your genealogical pursuits, problems or unusual happenings in your search for information on your families. Be sure there are no restrictions on publishing materials you submit. Please include proof of authorization to publish any copyrighted material.
Sources from other publications must be cited so appropriate credit can be given.
The editor reserves the right to edit all contributions submitted. We will edit (with the exception of
original historical documents) for spelling, form, grammar, style, and obvious error. We may shorten articles
to fit available space. Contributors are responsible for the accuracy of their information and for their opinions. There is no compensation for articles. The editor reserves the right to publish or not publish articles.

Pennsylvania Chapter
Palatines to America
Book List
German Genealogical Queries & Research Reports
19th Century Emigrants from Baden
Kuby Autobiography & Edenkoben Revisited
German Research Companion
1833 Through 1906 Palatine Emigrants from Edenkoben
Westerwald to America
Palatine Immigrant issues 1984 & 1985 mixed

$15.00
$37.00
$ 7.00
$35.00
$ 7.00
$25.00
$ 5.00

Cash or check payable to PA Chapter Palatines to America
Mail your request and check to PA Chapter, Palatines to America, PO Box 35, Temple, PA 19560
Pick up your book(s) at the 6 May Spring Conference
Your book is our THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATION
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